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PREPARING TO STEAMUP Provo Canyon and on to Heber Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad moved the train to 
is Engine 618, along with four passenger cars and a caboose, Hale by the Utah Power and Light Company plant at the 
all part of the train scheduled to run between Heber and mouth of the canyon Saturday, and the train was inspected 
Wildwood as a scenic railroad. Diesel locomotives from the prior to its being fired up Monday to make the rest of the trip. 
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By JAN PADFIELD 
Deseret News Staff Writer 


PROVO — “She has a tre- 
“mendous appetite, but treat 
her right and she’ll respond. 
She's in beautiful condition,” 
said enthused rairoad bufís, 
after firing up old Engine 618 
for the initial run up Provo 
Canyon Sunday. 

More than 7,000 -people 
crowded around to admire the 
106-ton giant — one of several 
steam locomotives that will 
take tourists on the tracks of 
the old “Heber Creeper,” up 


| Provo Canyon to Heber City. 


The last leg of the trip to 
Heber City today will begin 


«five miles up Provo Canyon 


k? 


where the State Road Com- 
mission has agreed to bare 
the track where the highway 

“IPs actually a clean - and - 
mend - the - track - as - we - 
i |" members of 


For Heber Ci 


the Wasatch Railway Museum 
said. 

“But that appetite! She'll 
-use 10 tons of coal at $15.50 a 
ton and 5,000 gallons of water 
on the initial run and that's 
spoon-feeding — or at least 
shovel feeding all the way,” 
said engineer Charles Nielsen. 

The boiler and tender hold 
14,000 gallons of water and 18 
tons of coal. Today they will 
be pulling four hospital cars 
and a caboose. The hospital 
cars will undergo cleaning in 
Heber City and will be used in 
winter to carry tourists. 

SPECIAL RUN 

Regular runs will be sched- 
uled following a special run 
within a week carrying state 
and local dignitaries. 

“Open-air cars will be used 
in summer and Engine 618 
will be used as a standby with 
two other antique engines 
owned by Wasatch Railway 
Museum used mainly to pull 
the cars. They will be con- 


fy Run 


verted to run on ofl at al 
reduction in cost, air pollution: © 
and fire hazard,” said Lowe 
Ashton, local businessman? 
and president of Wasatch 

Mountain Railway Corpora- 

tion, which finances the tour- 

ist venture. 


BUILT IN 1907 


Engine 618, built in 1907, is 
owned by the Promontory 
Chapter, National Historical 
Railway Society, Salt Lake 
City. The four hospital cars 
are owned by Golden Spike 
Empire, the advertising coun- 
cil of Box Elder, Weber, 
Davis and Morgan Counties. 


“Kennecott Copper Corpora- 
tion gave us 1,500 treated rail- 
road ties and the amount of 
donated time by groups and 
individuals is unbelievable,” 
Ashton said. 


The tourist line will operate 
between Olmstead, near Brid- 


al Veil Falls in Provo,Canyon, 
ai, 


* and Heber City. 
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- Engine 618 Arrives in Heber, _ 
Welcomed by 1,000 Residents _ 


By Connie Hansen 


HEBER CITY — It was as if 
the bellowing steam whistle set 
off a signal in the early evening. 
“The train's coming,” shouted 
the neighborhood children. 

Household doors flew open and 
people lined the sidewalks. 
Traffic on the streets seemed to 
increase suddenly. 

Looking down the tracks, one 
could see the gray-white clouds 
of billowing smoke rise in the 
dark sky. The shrill whistle now 
continually piercing the serentiy 
of Heber Valley, brought forth 
more shouts from the crowd of 
more than 1,000 onlookers who 
had gathered to await the 
arrival of Engine 618 as it 
chugged around the last bend. 
Headlights of the 50 vehicles that 
had followed the route every foot 


of the way from Nunn's Crossing 
in Provo Canyon 
streaming into the station. One 
more blast of the whistle and old 
numer 618 had made it home 
amid the cheering of the spec- 
tators. 


Volunteers of the Promontory 
Historical Society and members 
of the Wasatch Mountain 
Railway group were aboard the 
train, Chick Nelson, engineer of 
the train, and his father, who 
served as fireman, made a 
competent team in guiding the 
steam locomotive along its 
winding route. 


“Observing their 
maneuvering, one must 
tribute to their professional 
skill,” Lowe Ashton, president of 
the Wasatch Mountain Railway 
Development Co., said. 
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“We are overwhelmed by the 
response of the people of this 
state to our venture,” Mr.) 
Ashton continued. nae 


The Wasatch Mountain 
Railway Development Co. E 
been laying plans for a mountain 
railway from Heber City to 
Wildwood in Provo Canyon for 
the past few months. The 
obtained the engine, number 618, 
from the Wasatch Railway 
Historical Society. The train has 
been on display at the Utah State 
Fairgrounds since 1951, ~ 3 


The engine will now pull cars 
that will carry tourists to pic- _ 
turesque Provo Canyon along 
the line of a similar operation 
from Silverton to Durango, Colo. 

A huge celebration is in the 
making with details to be an- 
nounced at a later date. 
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